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Another hand now takes possession of the
illuminant. Herr Maximilian Harden, the famous
German journalist, has written a book called
" Monarchs and Men/* and a translation has been
published in England by Mr. Eveleigh Nash. A
g'ominent place among his monarchs is given by
err Harden to King Edward. Nobody could
possibly recognise Herr Harden's monarch as Sir
Sidney Lee's. The contrast is magnificent, and
not without amusement. Whereas the English
writer's view of his King was that he lacked at
least half the cleverness he was supposed to have
devoted to the maintenance of peace and power,
the German writer would have us believe that
Machiavelli was a duffer compared with the paragon
of guile who was Edward vu. He does not
expressly relate him to Machiavelli or the Machia-
vellian school. Indeed, there is a trifle too much of
Bismarckian brutality in the picture for the parallel
with the Italian to be complete. But, at any rate,
the picture is as unlike the King Edward we
thought we knew as was that of Sir Sidney Lee,
Let us follow Herr Harden in a few of the
broader outlines of his analysis. It appears, then,
that Kong Edward came to the throne without
very much of a welcome. Towards the end of his
mother's life angry voices had protested, wherever
he came, that he had " speculated in gold mines,
disturbed the waters of the Vaal with Rhodes,
Milner, and Beit, taken part in the preparation
for the Jameson raid, and used his influence to
frustrate the inquiry into it." He was not dis-
mayed by these rumours; " he was more irritated
by the jeer that he had been * made in Germany V*
As this might be dangerous, he abjured his f ather's
name, "since it recalled the small princes of
Germany," and chose to be known as Edward,